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After a long and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing home, believing it to be his last

stop. The only problem is that he's still in good health, and in one day, he turns 100. A big

celebration is in the works, but Allan really isn't interested (and he'd like a bit more control over his

vodka consumption). So he decides to escape. He climbs out the window in his slippers and

embarks on a hilarious and entirely unexpected journey, involving, among other surprises, a

suitcase stuffed with cash, some unpleasant criminals, a friendly hot-dog stand operator, and an

elephant (not to mention a death by elephant). Quirky and utterly unique, The 100-Year-Old Man

Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared has charmed over 2 million people around the

world.
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The Hundred Year Old Man is a quirky, funny and unusual novel which not only provided some light

entertainment, but also brought back memories of history lessons at school all those years ago -

maybe I should have paid more attention then! Had our teacher presented the dry facts of major

political events in the same fashion Jonas Jonasson manages to do by re-writing the history books

with the help of his very unusual hero Allan, we would certainly have shown more interest.There

were many moments when I laughed out loud during reading this novel. I could vividly picture Allan

climbing out of his window on the morning of his 100th birthday and escaping the nursing home - I

bet that many hundred year olds biding their time in such a facility have entertained thoughts of

doing the same! But Allan is no ordinary hundred year old (if such a thing exists - all the hundred



year olds I have met have been extra-ordinary and amazing people). He is also blessed with a

mischievous spirit, a wicked sense of humour, an addiction to vodka and 9 lives. Blissfully ignorant

as far as politics are concerned, he is blessed with wonderful common sense and the ability to take

each person at face value, which lands him in the most bizarre situations with the most unusual

characters. Jonasson's imagination has no limits where his protagonist is concerned - as the novel

progresses and Allan's past is revealed, he makes an appearance and plays a leading role in some

of the most fundamental political events in last century's history. With his colourful (and explosive)

background it is no wonder that the hundred-year-old Allan manages to get into trouble as soon as

he has left the nursing home behind.I have read several reviews which compared this novel to

Forrest Gump.
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